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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON NAMED TO
LIST OF UNIVERSITIES BEST FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS
DAYTON, Ohio - The University of Dayton has placed second on the list of the top
five regional universities judged best for African American students in a ranking sponsored by

Black Enterprise magazine.
Rankings are included in the January issue of the magazine and on the Web at
http:/ / www.blackenterprise.com.
"It's gratifying to be recognized by Black Enterprise magazine," said Chris Munoz,
associate provost for enrollment management at UD. "In our plans for the future of UD, we
continue to emphasize the importance of diversity in the campus community. As a step toward
that goal, UD's president, Brother Raymond Fitz, has sponsored a task force charged with
urging the community to embrace a diversity that goes beyond tolerance of ethnicity, race and
gender to include civility and respect for differences."
While rankings can help students narrow their range of choices for college, Munoz points
out that prospective students need to determine what characteristics are important to them and
then seek colleges that meet their profiles. Campus visits are essential in helping prospective
students make a final college choice, he said.
Approximately 3 percent of this year's full-time undergraduate students are African
American, compared to about 3.5 percent last year.
For the Black Enterprise ranking, 60 colleges and universities from a pool of 987 were
selected for recognition, along with 14 institutions that garnered honorable mention awards. The
magazine published a Top 50 list that includes many historically black colleges and universities
as well as lists for the top five schools in four categories - regional liberal arts colleges, regional
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universities, national liberal arts colleges and national universities- that exclude historically
black colleges and universities.
The College of William and Mary was first on the regional universities list, City
University of New York was third, DePaul University was fourth and California State
University in Long Beach was fifth.
Research for the list was conducted by Thomas A La Veist, associate professor of health
policy and management and sociology at Johns Hopkins University and CEO of DayStar
Research. He surveyed 1,077 African American college presidents, faculty members and
admission administrators employed by the 987 institutions in the eligible pool. Factors in the
final rankings included average academic rating, average social rating, percent of black
undergraduates in the student body for the 1996-97 academic year and the percent of black
students in the graduating class that year.
Additional Ohio colleges and universities honored include Oberlin College, 12th on the
list of the Top 50 and first in the national liberal arts colleges category; and Ohio University
and Wilberforce University, honorable mentions.
The University of Dayton is the largest independent university in Ohio and ranks among
the 10 largest Catholic universities in the nation.
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